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ABSTRACT

The relationship between population and environment constitutes one of the most
significant and enduring themes in geographical and environmental studies. Present
paper  critically  examines  the  evolving  nature  of  the  population-environment
interface  by  tracing  the  historical  transformation  of  human-environment
interactions and reviewing major theoretical perspectives that have shaped scholarly
understanding of this relationship. The study highlights how human societies have
progressed  from  a  stage  of  dependence  on  nature  to  increasing  control  and
exploitation  of  environmental  resources,  eventually  moving  toward  the
contemporary paradigm of sustainability. The paper further analyzes major schools
of  thought  including  the  Ecological  School,  Neo-Classical  Ecological  School,
Ultimate  Resource  Approach,  Eco-development  School,  Eco-Societal  Ecological
School,  Quality  of  Life  School  and Sustainable  Development  Perspective.  These
perspectives  provide diverse explanations regarding the causes of  environmental
degradation,  the  role  of  population  growth,  technological  innovation,  resource
utilization,  social  equity  and  environmental  sustainability.  The  review  of  these
perspectives  reveals  that  environmental  problems cannot  be  attributed solely  to
population  growth;  rather,  they  result  from  a  complex  interaction  among
demographic  processes,  consumption  patterns,  technological  development,
economic  structures  and  governance  systems.  The  study  emphasizes  that
contemporary environmental challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss,
resource  depletion,  pollution  and  ecological  imbalance  require  an  integrated
approach that  balances economic development,  social  justice and environmental
conservation.  It  concludes that  the sustainable development paradigm offers  the
most  comprehensive  framework  for  managing  the  population-environment
relationship  by  promoting  responsible  resource  use,  ecological  stewardship  and
intergenerational equity. The paper highlights the need for policies that harmonize
population dynamics with environmental sustainability to ensure long-term human
well-being and ecological resilience.

INTRODUCTION

The interaction between population and environment is as
old as human civilization itself.  Since the emergence of
humankind,  people  have  depended  on  nature  for  food,

water,  shelter,  energy,  and other necessities  of  life.  The
environment  provides  the  physical  foundation  for  all
economic and social activities, while human populations
continuously modify and transform their surroundings to
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satisfy  their  needs  and  aspirations.  Consequently,
population and environment are linked through a dynamic
and reciprocal relationship in which each influences the
other (Thakur,2014).

In  recent  decades,  this  relationship  has  attracted
considerable  attention  from scholars,  policymakers,  and
environmental  activists.  Concerns about climate change,
biodiversity  loss,  land  degradation,  deforestation,  water
scarcity and pollution have brought environmental issues
to  the  forefront  of  global  discourse.  At  the  same time,
continued  population  growth  has  intensified  debates
regarding  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  earth  and  the
sustainability of current development patterns all over the
globe. The key question is whether natural resources can
adequately  support  a  growing  population  while
maintaining ecological balance and ensuring a reasonable
quality  of  life  for  present  and  future  generation
(Chandna,2023).

The  significance  of  the  population  and  environment
interface lies in its direct connection with human survival
and  well-being.  Governments  across  the  world  are
increasingly  enacting  policies  and  legislation  aimed  at
environmental  protection,  resource  conservation,  and
sustainable development. Initiatives taken by international
organizations  relating  to  climate  change,  biodiversity
conservation, and sustainable development goals reflect a
growing  recognition  that  environmental  challenges
transcend national boundaries and demands collective as
well as cooperative action. Environmental movements and
green campaigns have also played an important  role  in
raising  public  awareness  about  the  consequences  of
ecological  degradation  and  unsustainable  resource  use
(Chattopadhya,2015).

Historically, the relationship between humans and nature
has passed through significant transformation. In the early
stages of human existence, people lived largely within the
limits  imposed  by  natural  ecosystems  and  depended
directly on environmental resources for survival. With the
development of agriculture and settled societies, humans
increasingly  modified  nature  to  meet  their  needs.  The
Industrial  Revolution marked a  major  turning  point  by
accelerating technological advancement, economic growth,
and  resource  exploitation.  As  industrialization  and
urbanization spread, human influence on natural systems
expanded dramatically, leading to growing environmental
concerns (Krishan, 2002).

The  20th  century  witnessed  unprecedented  population
growth. World population reached one billion in 1804, but
subsequent  increases  occurred  at  a  much  faster  pace,
reaching two billion in 1927, three billion in 1960, four
billion in 1975, five billion in 1987, six billion in 1999, and

seven billion in 2011. This rapid demographic expansion
intensified  demands  for  food,  water,  energy,  housing,
transportation,  and  other  essential  resources,  thereby
increasing pressure on environmental systems worldwide
(Gill,1999).

India  provides  a  particularly  important  context  for
understanding  the  population  and  environment
relationship which is one of the most populous countries of
the world. India accounts for a meagre 2.4 per cent of the
world surface area of 135.79 million sq.km yet it supports
and sustains a whopping 17.5 per cent of the total world
population  of  over  eight  billion.  It  is  also  true  that
historically, the country has been one of the world's major
demographic  centres.  At  the beginning of  the Christian
era,  India accounted for  nearly  one-third of  the world's
population. Although its proportional share declined over
time, it has continued to remain among the most populous
countries. During the twentieth century, India's population
increased  from  238  million  in  1901  to  more  than  1.21
billion in 2011, bringing significant economic, social, and
environmental transformations.

The  relationship  between  population  growth  and
development remains a subject of debate. Neo-Malthusian
perspectives often view rapid population growth as a major
obstacle  to  economic  progress  and  environmental
sustainability.  However,  India's  post-independence
experience  presents  a  more  complex  picture.  Despite
substantial population growth between 1951 and 2001, the
country recorded significant increases in national income,
food  production  and  reductions  in  poverty.  These
developments  suggest  that  population  growth  does  not
automatically impede economic progress; rather, its impact
depends  on  technological  innovation,  institutional
effectiveness,  resource  management  and  public  policy
(Kaystha,2002).

Nevertheless,  India  faces  serious  environmental
challenges,  including  land  degradation,  air  pollution,
declining  water  quality,  biodiversity  loss  and increasing
pressure on natural  resources.  These concerns highlight
the  need  for  development  strategies  that  integrate
economic  growth,  social  equity  and  environmental
protection.

Against  this  backdrop,  sustainable  development  has
emerged as a widely accepted framework for managing the
population-environment relationship.  It  seeks to balance
ecological conservation with economic advancement and
social welfare, ensuring that present needs are met without
compromising  the  opportunities  available  to  future
generations (Jog, 2014). The present paper examines the
population-environment  interface  from  both  theoretical
and  empirical  perspectives  by  tracing  the  evolution  of
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human-environment interactions, reviewing major schools
of thought, analyzing demographic situations at global and
national levels.

EVOLUTION OF THE POPULATION-
ENVIRONMENT RELATIONSHIP

The  relationship  between  human  beings  and  the
environment  has  evolved  continuously  in  response  to
changes  in  population  size,  technology,  economic
organization, and cultural attitudes toward nature. Human
history  can  be  viewed  as  a  long  process  of  interaction
between  people  and  their  environment,  with  each
influencing  the  other.  This  interaction  has  gradually
progressed  from  complete  dependence  on  nature  to
increasing control  and exploitation of  natural  resources,
and  more  recently  towards  coexistence,  environmental
stewardship,  and  sustainability  (Maurya,2015).  The
transitional model of the population-environment interface
illustrates this evolution through following five stages:

Man in Nature

The earliest phase of human existence was characterized
by  a  close  and  harmonious  relationship  with  nature.
During  the  hunting  and  gathering  stage,  human
populations were small, scattered, and directly dependent
on  natural  ecosystems  for  survival.  Food  was  obtained
through hunting, fishing, and gathering wild plants, while
shelter and clothing were derived from available natural
resources.

Technological  capabilities  were  extremely  limited,  and
humans had little ability to alter environmental conditions.
Climate, vegetation, water availability, and wildlife largely
determined  settlement  patterns  and  economic  activities.
Population  growth  remained  slow  because  of  high
mortality, frequent famines, diseases, and uncertain food
supplies.  Human  communities  adapted  themselves  to
nature  rather  than  attempting  to  transform  it .
Consequently, ecological balance was largely maintained
and human impact on the environment remained minimal
(Botkin and Keller, 1982).

Man versus Nature

The development  of  agriculture  about  10,000  years  ago
marked  a  major  turning  point  in  the  population-
environment relationship. The domestication of plants and
animals  enabled  humans  to  produce  food  rather  than
merely collect it from nature. This agricultural revolution
led to permanent settlements, population growth, surplus
production, and the rise of organized societies.

During  this  stage,  humans  increasingly  modified  their
surroundings  to  improve  productivity  and  living
conditions. Forests were cleared for cultivation, irrigation
systems were developed, and landscapes were transformed

for agriculture. Although people remained dependent on
natural resources, they began to view nature as something
that  could  be  managed  and  controlled.  Human
intervention  in  natural  processes  increased  as  societies
sought to enhance food production and secure livelihoods.

The relationship thus became one of active interaction and
adaptation.  Human  beings  were  no  longer  passive
recipients  of  nature's  resources  but  increasingly  became
agents capable of modifying environmental conditions to
meet their needs (Johnston et al., 2000).

Man against Nature

The Industrial  Revolution (since 1860 A.D.) marked the
beginning  o f  a  more  aggress ive  phase  in  the
population–environment  relationship.  Emergence  of
science and technological advances, combined with rapid
industrialization  and  urbanization,  greatly  expanded
humanity's  ability  to  exploit  natural  resources.  Coal,
petroleum,  minerals,  forests,  water  resources,  and
agricultural  land  were  increasingly  utilized  to  support
economic growth and expanding populations (Singh,2023).

Nature  came  to  be  viewed  primarily  as  a  resource  for
economic  development.  The  prevailing  belief  was  that
scientific  progress  could  overcome  environmental
limitations.  Consequently,  large-scale  extraction  and
consumption  of  resources  became  common.  Industrial
production expanded rapidly, cities grew dramatically, and
environmental concerns received relatively little attention.

The consequences soon became evident in the form of air
and  water  pollution,  deforestation,  soil  degradation,
biodiversity  loss,  and  ecological  imbalance.  During  the
twentieth century, world population increased from about
1.6 billion in 1900 to more than 7 billion by 2011 (United
Nations, 2022). This rapid demographic growth intensified
pressure  on  environmental  resources  and  heightened
concerns  about  resource  scarcity  and  environmental
degradation.

Influential works such as The Population Bomb (Ehrlich,
1968)  and The Limits  to  Growth  (Meadows et  al.,  1972)
reflected growing fears that unchecked population growth
and excessive  resource  consumption  could  threaten  the
ecological foundations of human civilization.

Man with Nature

By  the  latter  half  of  the  twentieth  century,  the
environmental consequences of uncontrolled development
became  increasingly  apparent.  Growing  awareness  of
pollution,  deforestation,  desertification,  biodiversity  loss,
and  climate  change  prompted  a  reassessment  of
humanity's  relationship  with  nature.  Environmental
movements  emerged  across  the  world,  advocating
conservation,  environmental  justice,  and  sustainable
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resource  management.

This  stage  represents  a  shift  from  environmental
exploitation to environmental stewardship.  Governments
introduced  environmental  legislation,  international
organizations  promoted  conservation  initiatives,  and
scholars emphasized the need to balance economic growth
with  ecological  sustainability.  It  became  increasingly
evident that development could not continue indefinitely
without regard for environmental limits.

Concepts  such  as  environmental  management,
conservation  planning,  renewable  energy,  pollution
control, and sustainable resource use gained prominence.
Human societies began to recognize their responsibility to
protect ecosystems and preserve environmental quality for
future generations (WCED, 1987).

Nature with Man

The relationship  of  man ‘with  the  natural  environment
should be symbiotic and not exploitative nor suppressive’
(Park, 1980.) It is the most recent stage represents an ideal
and sustainable relationship between people and nature. In
this  perspective,  development  and  environmental
protection  are  viewed  as  complementary  rather  than
conflicting  objectives.  The  emphasis  is  on  creating
development  pathways  that  satisfy  human  needs  while
maintaining  ecological  integrity  and ensuring  long-term
sustainability (Qureshi, 2010).

The  concept  of  sustainable  development  forms  the
foundation  of  this  stage.  According  to  the  World
Commission  on  Environment  and  Development  (1987),
sustainable  development  seeks  to  meet  present  needs
without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet  their  own  needs.  This  approach  recognizes  that
environmental  conservation  is  essential  for  sustained
economic and social progress.

Achieving  this  vision  requires  integrated  planning,
efficient resource management,  environmentally friendly
technologies,  community  participation,  responsible
consumption patterns, and social equity. The focus is on
maintaining  ecological  balance  while  improving  human
well-being and quality of life.

The evolution of the population-environment relationship
from  Man  in  Nature  to  Nature  with  Man  reflects
humanity's changing perceptions of and interactions with
the  natural  world.  Early  societies  lived  largely  within
environmental limits, whereas technological advancement
and population growth enabled humans to exert increasing
control  over  nature,  often  resulting  in  ecological
degradation.  Contemporary  environmental  challenges
have exposed the limitations of this exploitative approach
and  highlighted  the  need  for  a  more  balanced  and

sustainable  relationship.  The  transition  towards  the
‘Nature  with  Man’  paradigm  represents  an  effort  to
harmonize  human  development  with  ecological
sustainability, thereby ensuring the long-term well-being of
both humanity and the natural environment.

PERSPECTIVES ON THE POPULATION-
ENVIRONMENT INTERFACE

The relationship between population and environment has
long been a subject of academic inquiry and policy debate.
As  concerns  regarding  environmental  degradation,
resource  scarcity,  and  sustainable  development  have
intensified, scholars from diverse disciplinary backgrounds
have developed various theoretical frameworks to explain
the nature of the population-environment interface. These
perspectives differ in their interpretation of the causes of
environmental  problems,  the role  of  population growth,
and  the  strategies  required  to  achieve  ecological
sustainability. Together, they provide valuable insights into
the complex and multidimensional  interactions between
human populations and the natural environment.

Ecological School

The ecological  school represents one of  the earliest  and
most influential approaches to the study of population and
environment.  Rooted  in  neo-Malthusian  thought,  this
perspective  emphasizes  the  limits  imposed  by  natural
resources and the carrying capacity of the earth. According
to  this  view,  rapid  population  growth  places  excessive
pressure  on  finite  environmental  resources,  leading  to
resource  depletion,  environmental  degradation,  and
declining  living  standards  (Ehrlich,  1968).

The ecological school gained widespread attention through
influential  publications  such  as  Paul  Ehrlich's  The
Population Bomb (1968) and the Club of Rome's report The
Limits  to  Growth  (Meadows  et  al.,  1972).  These  works
warned that unchecked population growth and increasing
consumption  could  exceed  the  earth's  ecological  limits,
resulting in environmental crises and economic instability.
Proponents argue that many contemporary environmental
problems  including  deforestation,  biodiversity  loss,  soil
degradation,  freshwater scarcity,  and climate change-are
closely linked to rising population pressures.

While the ecological school has played an important role in
drawing  attention  to  environmental  constraints,  critics
argue that it tends to oversimplify the relationship between
population growth and environmental degradation. They
contend that environmental problems cannot be explained
solely  by  demographic  factors  and  that  patterns  of
production, consumption, and technological development
are equally significant.
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Neo-Classical Ecological School

The neo-classical ecological school emerged as a critique of
the  ecological  perspective's  tendency  to  attribute
environmental degradation primarily to population growth
in  developing  countries.  Scholars  associated  with  this
approach  argue  that  environmental  problems  are  often
rooted in unequal economic structures and the exploitative
practices  of  industrialized  nations  rather  than
demographic  growth  alone.

According  to  this  perspective,  developed  countries
consume  a  disproportionately  large  share  of  global
resources  and  generate  significantly  higher  levels  of
pollution  and  waste  than  developing  countries.  The
environmental impact of a population depends not only on
its  size  but  also  on  its  level  of  consumption  and
technological  practices.  Consequently,  a  relatively  small
population with high levels of resource consumption may
exert greater environmental pressure than a much larger
population with lower consumption levels (Redclift, 2005).

The  neo-classical  ecological  school  highlights  the
importance of examining global inequalities, international
trade relations, and patterns of capitalist development in
understanding  environmental  change.  It  argues  that
sustainable  solutions  must  address  issues  of  resource
distribution, environmental justice,  and economic equity
rather than focusing exclusively on population control.

Ultimate Resource Approach

In contrast to the pessimistic outlook of neo-Malthusian
theories, the Ultimate Resource Approach presents a more
optimistic  interpretation  of  the  population–environment
relationship.  Popularized  by  Julian  Simon  (1981),  this
perspective  argues  that  human  beings  themselves
constitute the most valuable resource. According to Simon,
human intelligence, creativity, and innovation possess the
capacity  to  overcome resource  constraints  and  generate
solutions to environmental and economic challenges.

The Ultimate Resource Approach rejects the notion that
population  growth  necessarily  leads  to  scarcity  and
environmental  decline.  Instead,  it  contends  that  larger
populations  can  contribute  to  economic  growth  by
expanding the pool of knowledge, skills, and technological
innovation.  Historical  experience  demonstrates  that
advances  in  science  and  technology  have  repeatedly
increased  agricultural  productivity,  improved  resource
efficiency, and expanded the availability of essential goods
and services.

Supporters of this approach point to the Green Revolution
as  an  example  of  how  technological  innovation  can
dramatically  increase  food  production  despite  rapid
population growth. They argue that human ingenuity can

continuously  create  new  opportunities  for  sustainable
development and resource management.

Nevertheless,  critics caution that technological optimism
should not obscure the reality of ecological limits.  They
emphasize  that  innovation  alone  cannot  resolve  all
environmental  problems,  particularly  those  involving
irreversible  ecosystem  damage  and  biodiversity  loss.

3.4 Eco-Development School

The eco-development school seeks to reconcile economic
development with ecological sustainability by emphasizing
the carrying capacity of individual regions and ecosystems.
Rather than pursuing growth at any cost,  this approach
advocates  development  strategies  that  respect
environmental limits while satisfying basic human needs.

Eco-development emerged largely in response to concerns
that  conventional  development  models  often  prioritized
economic growth at the expense of environmental quality
and  social  well-being.  The  approach  emphasizes  the
importance  of  local  resource  management,  appropriate
technologies, community participation, and environmental
conservation (Sachs, 1980).

A central principle of eco-development is that development
strategies  should  be  tailored  to  the  specific  ecological
conditions and resource capacities of  individual regions.
This  perspective  recognizes  that  environmental
sustainability cannot be achieved through uniform policies
but  requires  context-specific  solutions  that  integrate
economic,  social,  and  environmental  considerations.

By focusing on basic human needs and ecological balance,
the eco-development school provides an important bridge
between environmental conservation and socio-economic
development.

Eco-Societal Ecological School

The eco-societal ecological school extends the discussion
beyond  environmental  sustainability  by  incorporating
issues  of  social  equity  and  environmental  justice.
According  to  this  perspective,  environmental  quality
should not be regarded as a privilege enjoyed by a few but
as a fundamental right available to all members of society.

This  approach  argues  that  environmental  degradation
disproportionately  affects  vulnerable  and  marginalized
populations. Poor communities often face greater exposure
to  polluted  environments,  inadequate  sanitation,  unsafe
drinking  water,  and  resource  scarcity.  Consequently,
environmental  policies  must  address  social  inequalities
alongside ecological concerns (Shiva, 1989).

The  eco-societal  perspective  emphasizes  participatory
decision-making,  equitable  access  to  resources,  poverty
alleviation,  and  social  inclusion.  It  recognizes  that



Kumar Population-Environment Interface: A Critical Review of Evolving P...

DOI: https://doi.org/10.48165/prakriti.2026.3.02.07 49

sustainable  development  cannot  be  achieved  unless
environmental  benefits  and  costs  are  distributed  fairly
across different social groups.

By linking environmental sustainability with social justice,
t h i s  a p p r o a c h  b r o a d e n s  t h e  s c o p e  o f
population–environment studies and highlights the human
dimensions of ecological change.

Quality of Life School

The quality-of-life school shifts attention from population
numbers alone to the broader conditions affecting human
well-being.  This  perspective  argues  that  environmental
quality  is  inseparable  from  the  provision  of  essential
services such as safe drinking water, sanitation, healthcare,
education, housing, and clean energy.

According  to  this  approach,  development  should  be
evaluated not merely in terms of economic growth but also
in terms of improvements in human welfare and quality of
life.  Environmental  conditions  directly  influence  public
health,  productivity,  and  overall  well-being.  Poor
environmental  quality  can  contribute  to  disease,
malnutrition,  and  reduced  life  expectancy,  thereby
undermining  development  outcomes  (UNDP,  2023).

The quality-of-life perspective highlights the importance of
integrating  environmental  planning  with  social
development policies. Investments in clean water supply,
waste management,  pollution control,  and public health
infrastructure  are  viewed  as  essential  components  of
sustainable development.

This  approach  is  particularly  relevant  in  developing
countries  where  environmental  problems  often  coexist
with inadequate access to basic services. It highlights the
need  for  development  strategies  that  improve  both
environmental  conditions  and  human  welfare
simultaneously.

Sustainable Development Perspective

Among  contemporary  approaches,  the  sustainable
development  perspective  has  emerged  as  the  most
comprehensive  and  widely  accepted  framework  for
understanding  the  population-environment  relationship.
Popularized by the World Commission on Environment
and  Development  through  its  landmark  report  Our
Common Future (1987), sustainable development seeks to
harmonize  economic  growth,  social  equity,  and
environmental  protection  (Dahal,  2017).

The  sustainable  development  paradigm  recognizes  that
population  growth,  economic  development,  and
environmental conservation are interconnected processes
that must be addressed in an integrated manner. It rejects
the notion that  environmental  protection and economic
growth are inherently contradictory. Instead, it argues that

long-term  development  depends  upon  the  sustainable
management  of  natural  resources  and  ecosystems
(Misra,2018).

The central objective of sustainable development is to meet
the needs of the present generation without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs
(WCED,  1987).  This  principle  incorporates  concerns  for
intergenerational  equity,  resource  conservation,
environmental  stewardship,  and  social  justice.

The  adoption  of  the  Sustainable  Development  Goals
(SDGs) by the United Nations in 2015 further strengthened
the relevance of this perspective. The SDGs emphasize the
need to eradicate poverty,  promote economic prosperity,
protect ecosystems, and address climate change through
integrated  and  inclusive  development  strategies  (United
Nations, 2015).

CONCLUSION

The  population-environment  interface  represents  a
complex, dynamic and multidimensional relationship that
has evolved significantly throughout human history. From
the early stages of human existence, when people lived in
close  harmony  with  nature,  to  the  modern  era
characterized  by  rapid  industrialization,  urbanization,
technological advancement and unprecedented population
growth,  human interactions with the environment have
undergone profound transformations. While technological
progress and economic development have improved living
standards and enhanced human capabilities, they have also
intensified pressures on natural resources and ecological
systems.

The above review of theoretical perspectives demonstrates
that no single framework can fully explain the intricate
relationship  between  population  and  environment.  The
ecological  and  neo-Malthusian  approaches  emphasize
environmental limits and carrying capacity,  whereas the
Ultimate Resource Approach highlights the role of human
ingenuity  and  technological  innovation.  The  Eco-
development,  Eco-Societal  and  Quality  of  Life  schools
broaden  the  analysis  by  incorporating  ecological
sustainability,  social  equity  and human welfare.  Among
these, the Sustainable Development Perspective emerges as
the most comprehensive and balanced framework because
it  integrates economic growth,  environmental  protection
and social justice within a single conceptual structure.

The  analysis  further  indicates  that  environmental
degradation cannot be understood solely as a consequence
of population growth. Patterns of resource consumption,
technological choices, economic inequalities, institutional
arrangements  and  governance  practices  play  equally
important  roles  in  shaping  environmental  outcomes.
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Therefore,  addressing  contemporary  environmental
challenges requires moving beyond simplistic population-
centric explanations toward a more holistic understanding
of human-environment interactions.

In the context of rapidly growing populations, particularly
in  developing  countries  such  as  India,  sustainable
management  of  land,  water,  energy,  forests  and
biodiversity  has  become increasingly  important.  Policies
aimed  at  environmental  conservation  must  be
complemented  by  efforts  to  reduce  poverty,  improve
education  and  healthcare,  promote  technological
innovation,  encourage  responsible  consumption  and
ensure equitable access to resources. Public participation
and  environmental  awareness  are  also  essential  for
achieving long-term sustainability.

Ultimately,  the  future  of  humanity  depends  upon
establishing  a  harmonious  relationship  between
population  dynamics  and  environmental  systems.  The
transition  from  an  exploitative  model  of  development
toward the ‘Nature with Man’ paradigm reflects a growing
recognition that human prosperity and ecological integrity
are  mutually  dependent.  Achieving  this  balance  is  not
merely  an  environmental  necessity  but  a  fundamental
prerequisite for sustainable development, social well-being
and the welfare of future generations.
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